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RECENT CHANGES IN THE TOP LEADERSHIP OF 
THE SOVIET COMMUNIST PARTY 


Extensive changes have occurred in the leading organs of the Soviet © 
Communist Party since the Twentieth Party Congress convened in February, 
1956. 


Only three members of the 1956 Party Presidium were retained at 
the end of the Twenty-second Party Congress this fall. The Party Secre- 
tariat experienced an almost complete turnover also--only two Party 
secretaries remain of the eight elected by the Twentieth Party Congress. 


The common denominator of the officials added to the Presidium 
and to the Secretariat at the Twenty-second Party Congress is their in- 
debtedness to Khrushchev. Officials elected, thanks to Khrushchev's 
patronage or promoted by the Communist leader include Gennady 
Voronov, Sharaf Rashidov, Vladimir Shcherbitsky, Pyotr Demichev, 
Ivan Spiridonov, Boris Ponomarev, Leonid Ilichev and Aleksandr 
Shelepin. The last was instrumental in helping Khrushchev winnow "un- 
desirable" members from the higher Party organs. The biographies of 
these officials are given for future reference. 
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RECENT CHANGES IN THE TOP LEADERSHIP OF 
THE SOVIET COMMUNIST PARTY 


On November 1, 1961, the Soviet newspapers Pravda and Izvestia 
carried reports on the first plenary session of the Party Central Committee, 
composed of members elected at the Twenty-second Party Congress. The 
session elected a new Presidium and a new Secretariat of the Central Com- 
mittee and ratified the appointments of the Chairman and the First Deputy 
Chairman of the Committee of Party Control. 


The reports of these elections make it possible to review the extensive 
changes--in fact, the almost complete turnover--which have occurred in the 
leading organs of the Soviet Communist Party since the Twentieth Party Con- 
gress in 1956. So drastic were the changes which occurred in the Presidium 
and the Secretariat of the Central Committee and in the Central Committee 
itself that they can only be compared with the changes which occurred between 
the Seventeenth Party Congress in 1934 and the Eighteenth Party Congress in 
1939--the period of Stalin's ''great purge, '' when a large proportion of the re- 
maining ''professional revolutionaries" and participants in the revolution and 
civil war was liquidated. 


The changes which took place in the Presidium and Secretariat of the 
Central Committee of the Soviet Communist Party from 1956 to 1961 are as 


follows: 
CHANGES IN MEMBERSHIP OF THE PRESIDIUM 


Members Elected By The Twentieth Party Congress In 1956: 


Bulganin, Nikolai A. - Molotov, Vyacheslav M. 

Voroshilov, Kliment E. . Pervukhin, Mikhail G. 

Kaganovich, Lazar M. . Saburov, Maksim Z. 

Kirichenko, Aleksei I. . Suslov, Mikhail A. 

Malenkov, Georgi M. . Khrushchev, Nikita S. 

Mikoyan, Anastas I. 
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Members At The Beginning Of The Twenty~second Party Congress In 1961: 


Aristov, Averky B. 8. Mukhitdinov, Nuritdin A. 
Brezhnev, Leonid I. 9. Podgorny, Nikolai V. 
Ignatov, Nikolai G. 10. Poliansky, Dmitri S. 
Kozlov, Frol R. 11. Suslov, Mikhail A. 
Kosygin, Aleksei N. 12. Furtseva,Yekaterina A. 
Kuusinen, Otto V. 13. Khrushchev, Nikita S. 
Mikoyan, Anastas I. 14. Shvernik, Nikolai M. 


Members Elected By The Twenty-second Party Congress 


Brezhnev, Leonid I. . Podgorny, Nikolai V. 
Voronov, Gennady I. . Poliansky, Dmitri S. 
Kozlov, Frol R. . Suslov, Mikhail A. 
Kosygin, Aleksei N. . Khrushchev, Nikita S. 
Kuusinen, Otto V. . Shvernik, Nikolai M. 
Mikoyan, Anastas I. 


CHANGES IN CANDIDATE MEMBERSHIP OF THE PRESIDIUM 
FROM 1956 TO 1961 


Candidate Members Elected By The Twentieth Party Congress: 


Brezhnev, Leonid I. 4. Furtseva, Yekaterina A. 
Zhukov, Georgi K. 5. Shvernik, Nikolai M. 
Mukhitdinov, Nuritdin A. 6. Shepilov, Dmitri T. 


Candidate Members At The Beginning Of The Twenty-second Party Congress: 


Voronov, Gennady I. 6. Mazurov, Kiril T. 
Grishin, Viktor V. 7. Mzhavanadze, Vassily P. 
Kalnberzins, Yanis E. 8. Pervukhin, Mikhail G. 
Kirilenko, Andrei P. 9. Pospelov, Pyotr N. 
Korotchenko, Demyan S. 


Candidate Members Elected By The Twenty-Second Party Congress: 


Grishin, Viktor V. 4. Mzhavanadze, Vassily P. 
Rashidov, Sharaf R. 5. Shcherbitsky, Vladimir V. 
Mazurov, Kiril T. 
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CHANGES IN MEMBERSHIP OF THE SECRETARIAT 
FROM 1956 TO 1961 


Members Elected By The Twentieth Party Congress: 


Khrushchev, Nikita S. 5. Pospelov, Pyotr N. 
Aristov, Averky B. 6. Suslov, Mikhail A. 
Belyayev, Nikolai I. 7. Furtseva, Yekaterina A. 
Brezhnev, Leonid I. 8. Shepilov, Dmitri T. 


Members At The Beginning Of The Twenty-second Party Congress: 


Khrushchev, Nikita S. 4, Mukhitdinov, Nuritdin A. 
Kozlov, Frol R. 5. Suslov, Mikhail A. 
Kuusinen, Otto V. 


Members Elected By The Twenty-second Party Congress: 


Ponomarev, Boris N. 
Spiridonov, Ivan V. 


Khrushchev, Nikita S. 
Demichev, Pyotr N. 
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llichev, Leonid F. 8. Suslov, Mikhail A. 
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Kozlov, Frei R. Shelepin, Aleksandr N. 


Kuusinen, Otto V. 


Of particular interest in connection with these changes is the fact that 
eight members of the 1956 Presidium were not to be found among the eleven- 
member 1961 Presidium; the eight were: Bulganin, Voroshilov, Kaganovich,. 
Kirichenko, Malenkov, Molotov, Pervukhin and Saburov. Only the following 
three members were retained: Mikoyan, Suslov and Khrushchev. 


During the period from 1956 to 1961 eleven new persons were elected to 
the Presidium, but only a very few of these were former candidate members. 
The following candidate members of the Presidium were made full members in 
1961:Brezhnev, Mukhitdinov, Furtseva and Shvernik. The following members 
of the Party Central Committee at the time of the Twentieth Party Congress 
were elected full members of the Presidium in 1961: Aristov, Ignatov, Kozlov, 
Kosygin, Kuwusinen, Podgorny and Poliansky. 


None of the candidate members of the Presidium elected in 1956 was 
retained in 1961. Four--Brezhnev, Mukhitdinov, Furtseva and Shvernik-- 
were made full members of the Presidium in 1961, while Zhukov and Shepilov 
were excluded. 
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The following drastic changes in the membership of the Secretariat 
between the Twentieth and the Twenty-second Party cangresses are parti- 
cularly noteworthy: of the secretaries elected at the Twentieth Party Con- 
gress, only two had remained by October, 1961--Khrushchev and Suslov. 
Of the other six, while Aristov, Brezhnev and Furtseva became members 
of the Presidium, tive received posts in the Soviet Government--Brezhnev 
as Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet, Furtseva as Mini- 
ster of Culture and Kozlov, Kuusinen and Mukhitdinov as Secretaries. 


Of the 14 members of the pre-Congress Presidium, ten were elected 
to the new Presidium, while Aristov, Ignatcov, Mukhitdinov and Furtseva were 
net re-elected, Veoronov, a candidate member of the Presidium since 1960, 
was elected a full member. Of the nine candidate members of the Presidium 
pricr to the Twenty-second Party Congress, three were re-elected: Grishin, 
Mazurov and Mzhavanadze. One--Voronov--was elected a full member, while 
five were excluded~--Kalnberzins, Kirilenko, Korotchenko, Pervukhin, and 
Pospelov. Except for Pervukhin, all of these were elected to the new Central 
Committee. Four members of the former Secretariat were re-elected: Khru- 
shchev, Kozlov, Kuusiren and Suslov; Mukhitdinov was elected only to the 
Central Committee. Secretaries to be elected for the first time were: Demichev, 
llichev, Ponomarev, Spiridonov and Shelepin. Many of the important Party 
oificials who lost their posts in the Presidium and the Secretariat of the Central 
Committee of the Soviet Communist Party during the period 1956-1961 did so 
as a result of the internal power struggle which involved the "anti-Party group." 
These included Molotov, Malenkov, Kaganovich, Bulganin, Voroshilov, Per- 
vukhin, Saburov and Shepilov, as well as Zhukov, Belyayev and Kirichenko. 
These officials had lost their government or Party posts several years before 
the Twenty-second Party Congress.. Those whose positions were affected by 
the Twenty-second Congress may be divided into the following categories: 


I, Those Who Have To Some Degree Lost Their Former Standing In The 
Higher Organs Of The Soviet Communist Party 


Aristov, Averky B. . Furtseva, Yekaterina A. 
Ignatov, Nikolai G. . Mukhitdinov, Nuritdin A. 
Kainberzins, Yanis E. . Pospelov, Pyotr N. 
Kirilenko, Andrei P. ), Pervukhin, Mikhail G. 
Korotchenko, Demyan S. 
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Those Who Have Retained Their Standing 


Brezhnev, Leonid I. 7. Mzhavanadze, Vassily P. 
Grishin, Viktor V. 8. Poliansky, Dmitri S. 
Kozlov, Frol R. 9. Podgorny, Nikolai V. 
Kosygin, Aleksei N. 10. Suslov, Mikhail A. 
Kuusinen, Otto V. 11. Shvernik, Nikolai M. 
Mazurov, Kiril T. 


Those Promcted At The Twenty-second Congress 


Voronov, Gennady I. 5. Rashidov, Sharaf R. 
Demichev, Pyotr N. 6. Spiridonov, Ivan V. 
Ilichev, Leonid F. 7. Shelepin, Aleksandr N. 
Ponomarev, Boris N. 8. Shcherbitsky, Vladimir V. 


The officials added to the Presidium and the Secretariat at the Twenty- 
second Party Congress provide the greatest interest. Their biographies are 
sketched below: 


1. Voronov, Gennady Ivanovich Born in 1910; member of the Soviet Communist 
Party since 1931; elected as member of the Party Central Committee at the Nine- 


teenth Party Congress. First Secretary of the Chita Oblast Party Committee 
(1950-54); in 1950 elected also as a deputy of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. 
Deputy Minister of Agriculture (1955-57); First Secretary of the Orenburg Ob- 
last Party Committee (1957-60); in 1958 a member of the Budget Commission 

of the Supreme Soviet. Headed Soviet delegations to Bulgaria in 1955, to New 
Zealand in 1956, to Mongolia in 1960. Member of the Soviet-French parlia- 
mentary group in 1956; appointed Deputy Chairman of the Bureau of the Central 
Commiitee of the Soviet Communist Party for the RSFSR in March, 1961. Elec- 
ted First Deputy Chairman of the Bureau of the Party Central Committee for the 
RSFSR on Octeber 31, 1961. Voronov may be considered one of the group of 
Party officials brought to the fore by Khrushchev while he was First Secretary 
of the Soviet Communist Party in 1953. . 


2. Rashidov, Sharaf Rashidovich=- Born in 1917; state and Party official, Uzbek 
writer, member of the Communist Party since 1939; member of the Party Cen- 
tral Committee and the Bureau of the Central Committee since 1954; candidate . 
member ot the Central Committee since 1956; First Secretary of the Party Cen- 
tral Committee of Uzbekistan since 1959; board member of the Society for 
Friendship and Cultural Relations with Countries of the Arab East since 1958. 
Graduated from the Dzizak Pedagogical Technical College in 1938 and in 1941 
from the Department of Philology of the Uzbek University in Samarkand; con- 
tinued to work in Samarkand as newspaper editor, teacher, and director of a 
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secondary school. Elected Chairman of the Union of Writers of Uzbekistan 
(1949-50). Chairman or the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of Uzbekistan 
and Deputy Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR 
(1950-59). Headed the Soviet delegation at the conference on the solidarity 
of Afro-Asian countries in Cairo in 1957. 


Elected First Secretary of the Party Central Committee for Uzbeki- 
stan in 1959; delegate with full voting rights at the Twenty-first Party Con- 
gress; Deputy of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR in 1950, 1954 and 1958; of 
the Supreme Sov!et of Uzbekistan in 1947, 1951, 1955 and 1959. Author of 
stories and of a novel, which describe agricultural life in Uzbekistan and 
present-day ‘heroes’ of collective agricultural labor. Rashidov is one of 
the most highly educated Party leaders on the #epublic level and one of the 
most eminent representatives of the national intelligentsia that has been 
allowed to develop under Soviet rule. He is important in the implementation 
of Soviet Communist Party policy in the countries of the East. It can be 
assumed that he is a successor to Mukhitdinov, who was not re-elected to 
the Presidium. 


3. Shcherbitsky, Vladimir Vasilevich-~ Member of the Communist Party since 
1241, of the Party Central Control Commission since 1956, of the Party 
Central Committee of the Ukraine and iis Presidium since 1956, and Sec- 
retary of the Central Committee of the Ukraine since 1957; Second, and then 
First Secretary cf the Dnepropetrovsk Oblast Party Committee (1954-56); 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Ukraine 
(1957-61); Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Ukraine since Febru- 
ary, 1961; Deputy of the Supreme Soviet of the Ukraine in 1959 and of the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR in 1958; member of the Soviet Communist Party 
delegation to East Germany in 1958. Shcherbitsky is one of the Party 
functionaries who began their careers when Khrushchev was consolidating 
his pewer in 1957, and may be regarded as one of Khrushchev's proteges. 


4, Demichev, Pyotr Nikolaevich-~ Born in 1918; member of the Communist 
Party since 143%; Secretary, from 1956 to 1959, and First Secretary of the 
Moscow Oblast Party Committee from 1958 to 1960; Deputy of the Supreme 
Soviet of the USSR since 1259; member of a Soviet Party and government 
deiegation to East Germany and Hungary in 1959; head of a delegation of 
Soviet Communist Party officials to Czechoslovakia in 1960. Member of 
the Bureau of the Party Central Committee for the RSFSR the same year. 
Demichev is ore of the group of "young'' Party officials who began their 
careers after 1957, that is, since Khrushchev's victory over Molotov, 
Malenkov and the others. 
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5. Spiridonov, Ivan Vasilevich— Born in 1905; mechanical engineer. Gradu- 
ate of the Stalingrad Mechanical Engineering College (1925), and of the Lenin- 
grad Correspondence Institute of Industry (1939); member of the Communist 
Party since 1928. Head technicianin the department of the Banner of Labor 
Works in Leningrad (1925-1939); director of the Orel textile machinery plant 
(1939-1941); director of a factory in Kuzhetsk (1941-44); director of the 
Leningrad Gosmetr Works (1944-1950); Secretary of the Moscow Rayon 

Party Committee in Leningrad (1950-52); Deputy Chairman of the Leningrad 
Oblast Party Executive Committee (1952-57); Secretary of the Leningrad 
Oblast Party Committee (1954-56); and First Secretary of the Leningrad 

City Party Committee (1956 to present). In his career Spiridonov is in- 
debted exclusively to Khrushchev and has frequently made speeches against 
the alleged leaders of the 'anti-Party group,'' Malenkov, Kaganovich, and 
Molotov; in November, 1957, he made a speech against Marshal Zhukov. 


Three other officials promoted to high posts in the organs of the 
Soviet Communist Party also owe their advancement to Khrushchev. The 
three are: 


1. Ponomarev, Boris Nikolayevich—Head of the propaganda department of 
the Party Central Committee since 1953. Graduate of Moscow University 


(1926) and of the Institute of Red Professors (1932); Deputy Director of the 
Institute of Red Professors and Director of the Institute of Party History 

of the Moscow Party Committee (1932-37); member of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Comintern (1932-1943); head of the Soviet Information Bureau 
of the Council of Ministers of the USSR (1946-49); First Deputy Head of a 
department of the Party Central Committee (1950-53); elected candidate 
member of the Party Central Committee in 1952 and 1956; Deputy of the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR and member of the Commission for Foreign 
Affairs of the Council of Nationalities of the Supreme Soviet (1958); chief 
editor of the Politichesky Slovar (Political Dictionary) since 1958; director 
of a group of authors writing the new history of the Soviet Communist Party 
published in 1359, and a member of the editorial board of the journal 
Kommunist. Member of the Soviet delegation to the Chinese Communist Party 
Congress (1956); member in 1958 of the Soviet delegation to the Prague 
conference of Party representatives on the creation of a central Communist 
organ and its publication, Problemy Mira I Sotsializma (Problems of 

Peace and Socialism). At present Ponomarev is working in the Department 
of History of the Soviet Academy of Sciences ''on tasks of Party propaganda 
in contemporary conditions. '' He is fully indebted to Khrushchev for his 
career, and is his protege. 


“ 
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2. Ilichev, Leonid Fedorovich— Born in 1906; member of the Communist 
Party since 1929. Deputy Chief Editor of Pravda (1949-1952); member of 
the Collegium and head of the Press Department of the Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs (1953-58); head of the Department of Propaganda and Agita- 
tion of the Party Central Committee since 1958; Chief Editor of the journal 
Mezhdunarodnaya Zhizn (International Life) and co-author of the book 
Razbuzhenny Vostok (The Awakened East) (1958); co-author of a new bio- 
graphy of Lenin (1960); has accompanied Khrushchev on all his trips abroad 
and headed delegations of the Soviet Communist Party to China and England 
from 1255 to the present. Ilichev made his career after the death of Stalin. 
Protege of Khrushchev. 


3. Shelepin, Aleksandr Nikolayevich—Born in 1918; student at the Institute 
of History, Philosophy and Literature in Moscow (1936-39); "exposed enemies 
of the people" while Secretary of the Komsomol at the Institute; participated 
in the Soviet-Finnish War (1939-1940); department head and Secretary for 
Propaganda and Agitation of the Moscow City Committee of the Soviet Com- 
munist Party (1940-43); member of the all-union Committee of Physical 
Culture and Sport of the Soviet Council of Ministers (1945-1953); First Sec- 
retary of the Central Committee of the Komsomol (1952-58); Chairman of: 

the Committee of State Security (K. G. B. ) from 1958 to November 13 of this 
year. Shelepin was given the main role at the Twenty-second Party Congress 


in exposing infringements of "Communist legality" during Stalin's reign. Thus 
he was instrumental in helping Khrushchev purge the higher organs of the So- 
viet Communist Party of "undesirables.'' Now the Party organs are packed 
with Khrushchev's own followers, who in most cases are personally indebted 
to him for their careers. 
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